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Patchogue’s First Church 

Was the present 
Patchogue Congregational 
the first of that 
the village? RPS. 
According to Dr. Frank Over- 
ton’s history of the church which 


edifice of the 
Church 
denomination in 


Patchogue's First Church, 1793 


appeared in serial 
Forum in 1945, the first building 
was erected in 1793. A sketch of 
the building, as submitted by Dr. 
Overton, is herewith reproduced. 


Editor. 


form in the 


Old Time Church Music 
Julian Denton Smith’s 
old time church music took us back 
to the good old days when loud, 
lusty and spirited hymn-singing 
was an important part of every 
service in most churches. I believe 
that many people of fifty or more 
years ago went to church princip- 
ally to sing. It was an effective an 
tidote to the tendency of most of 
the old time pastors to preach too 
long. 

My father used to tell me that 
at his church, down near the east 
end of the island, the chairman of 
the board was also choir-leader and 
when he thought the parson had 
preached enough and paused to wipe 
his brow and get his second wind, 
this man would hop up and start 
ringing some familiar hymn in 
which the congregation joined with 
a relish. “That,” said my father, 
“was the most popular church for 
miles around.” 

Ira P. Darlington, Rockaway. 
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Charming on Gardiner’s Island 


6¢y ONG ISLAND is tradi- 

tionally agricultural.” 
Halsey B. Knapp demon- 
strated this in his chapter on 
“Long Island Agriculture” in 
Bailey’s history of Long 
Island. Moreover, Long Island 
played an important role in 
the development of an im- 
proved agriculture in the 
United States. 

It is not always remembered 
what struggles lie behind the 
development of American ag- 
riculture. The colonists 
brought to this country their 
European knowledge and back- 
ground, but they faced enor- 
mous problems in adapting 
them to conditions here. Yet 
their survival depended upon 
agriculture. It is therefore 
understandable why the far- 
seeing leaders in the days of 
early American history sought 
constantly for ways to im- 
prove and enrich agricultural 


practices. A society for foster- 


ing agriculture had _ been 
founded on Long Island prior 
to the Revolution; and the 
New York State Agricultural 
Society is one of the oldest in 
the country. 

In the early 1800’s General 
Sylvester Dering of Shelter 
Island and his brother Henry 
Packer Dering of Sag Harbor 
were engaging extensively in 
farming, and notably in the 
raising of sheep. But in east- 
ern Long Island communities 
the outstanding agricultural- 
ist of the period was John 
Lyon Gardiner, seventh pro- 
prietor of Gardiner’s Island 
and direct descendant of Lion 
Gardiner. 

His enterprises were on a 
large scale. Gardiner’s Is'and 
contains about 3000 acres, and 
at the time of his death the 
assessment of John Lyon Gar- 
diner’s real property was 
$96,000 and his personal prop- 
erty, $32,400. In a letter writ- 
ten in 1809 he stated that his 
“agricultural business” was 
“on one of the 'argest farms 


Dr. Malcolm M. Willey 


Editor’s Note 


Dr. Willey is the academic vice 
president of the university of Min- 
nesota. A summer resident of Sag 
Harbor for many years past, he 
has interest in the history of Long 
Island, about which he and Mrs. 
Willey write frequently. 





’ 


in the (Northern) States.’ 

But it is not the magnitude 
of his operations so much as 
his attitude toward agricul- 
ture that is important. He had 
an inquiring, experimental 
mind that sought persistently 
for new information about 
crops, livestock, and agricul- 
tural techniques. 

In those days there were no 
agricultural experiment sta- 
tions carrying on scientific re- 
search. Improvements came 
through the sharing of infor- 
mation and experience among 
individual farmers. This was 
accomplished by interchange 
of letters, through the publi- 
cations of the agricultural so- 
cieties, through the loaning of 
books, and by personal visits. 
Great was the prestige of any 
man whose practices contri- 
buted to the advancement of 
agriculture. Such a man was 
John Lyon Gardiner. 

John Lyon Gardiner carried 
on extensive correspondence 


and these letters overflow with 
information concerning crops 
and animals and farm tech- 
niques. He interested himseif 
in the breeding of better sheep, 
as the inter-change of letters 
with General Dering shows. 
He sought better animals to 
improve his breeds. One cor- 
respondent in 1816 wrote that 
he was sending to the Island 
“a bore pig bye Mr. Dyer. He 
is of the Grase Breaid in Part 
Whitch is the Best Breaid 
thaitt I Ever Have Had.” 
General Dering regrets in a 
letter of 1811 that Gardiner 
did not take a particular bull 
from him. “You would have 
received great benefit from his 
running with your cows next 
summer.” He sought seeds 
from other regions, and ex- 
perimented in planting various 
vegetables and fruits. He dis- 
tributed his own seed, to the 
benefit of others. 

In 1815 a great honor came 
to John Lyon Gardiner in his 
election as an honorary mem- 
ber of the Massachusetts Soci- 
ety for Promoting Agricul- 
ture. For this he was indebted 
to Justin Ely of West Spring- 
field, Massachusetts, who had 
visited Gardiner’s Island and 
been vastly impressed with 
what he saw there. 

On September 8, 1815 Mr. 


The Old Manorhouse, Now No More 
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Ely wrote Gardiner, foretell- 
ing of the election, and send- 
ing him some publications of 
the Society. “I wrote the Presi- 
dent and gave him a short ac- 
count of your Island and agri- 
culture and requested him to 
nominate you at the next gen- 
eral meeting of the Society, 
as an honorary member of the 
Society, so you must not be 
surprized if it should be done, 
but perhaps there will not bea 
general meeting till next 
June.” 

It was done, and under date 
of September 27, 1815 Gar- 
diner received another letter 
from Ely: “My respected 
Friend. I congratulate you on 
your being elected an Honor- 
ary Member of the Massachu- 
setts Society for promoting 
Agriculture, as you will see by 
the following Copy of the Sec- 
retary’s letter to me. ‘Boston, 
September 25, 1815. Sir. At 
a late meeting of the Trustees 
. . . the Board were highly 
gratified with the knowledge 
obtained through you of the 
liberal improvements in agri- 
culture made by John Gardi- 
ner, Esq., of Gardiner’s Bay 
to whose interest in the pro- 
gress of this art throughout 
our Country you bear such 
satisfying testimony.” A di- 
ploma and set of publications 
of the Society were thereupon 
sent Mr. Ely for transmittal to 
Gardiner. John Lyon Gardi- 
ner’s name subsequently ap- 
peared in the list of honorary 
members published in Volume 
IV, No. II] (January 1817), 
page 305, of The Massachu- 
setts Agricultural Repository 
and Journal, the official pub- 
lication of the Society. This 
was, for those days, indeed a 
signal honor, and testifies to 
the high reputation of Gar- 
diner as an agriculturalist. 

In his letter anticipating the 
election, Mr. Ely had men- 
tioned what might be expected 
of honorary members: “It is 
sometimes practised by hon- 
orary members to make com- 
munications to the Society on 
some agricultural subject. It 
has long been thought that 
wheat could not be raised near 


Continued next page 
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Farming on Gardiner’s 


Continued from page 184 


the Seaside in this State. The 
Society wish to get the best 
information they can on that 
subject . They would be 
gratified in receiving informa- 
tion of raising successfully 
winter wheat on the Seaboard. 
I wrote the President that I 
saw in your Store a quantity 
of the last year’s growth and 
also of this year’s growth 
about ripe, that I examined 
the berry and found it good, 
it grew within ten rods of the 
Sea Shore, that I supposed 
both parcels were of the Win- 
ter Wheat ... If yours is win- 
ter wheat, you can give them 
some very acceptable informa- 
tion on the kind of Wheat you 
sow, the manner of fitting 
your land, the time of sowing 
it, the quantity sowed on an 
acre, and the amount of the 
crop, etc. ...If the wheat you 
raised is winter wheat the 
President and Trustees will, I 
believe, be high'y gratified if 
you will send them a barrel or 
‘Tierce of your best seed wheat 
to be distributed at their dis- 
cretion...” 


It was through willingness 
to cooperate in such manner 
that the best adavted varieties 
were selected. Gardiner was 


an eager cooperator. He 
promptly wrote Richard Sulli- 
van, the recording secretary 
of the Society, expressing sin- 
cere thanks for. his election, 
and said that he was sending 
for the use of the members 
of the Society “a barrill of 
Wheat, 1 bushell red Chaff, 
lately brought from the West 
end of L. Island to the East. 
It is hardy, should be sowed in 
September on ground well 
manured, one and three quar- 
ters bushell or more to the 
acre. I fill up the barrill with 
common White Wheat which 
ought to be in the ground this 
month (September) or first 
three Days in October. Both 
kinds grew within muskett 
shot of the Salt water which 
does not injure it unless wet 
with the Srray of the sea near 
the banks.” He continues, “Tt 
would give me pleasure to see 


some Members of the Society 
ere at some suitable time, last 
of May, June, etc.” 

In a letter to Mr. Ely he also 
expressed appreciation, along 
with some misgivings as to his 
ability to contribute anything 
worthwhile for publication: 
“From my numerous avoca- 
tions, large family, ill health 
and want of abilities to convey 
apything worth reading, | 
dare promise nothing. Yet it 
is not impossible that I may 
comply with what may be my 
duty, for should I be able to 
render any service—or even 
afford a few minutes amuse- 
ment—it will give me plea- 
sure.”” He states he will try 
to send Mr. Ely some seed 
wheat in the spring, and other 
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A search of the files of the 
Massachusetts Agricultural 
Repository and Journal from 
1815 through 1818 reveals no 
contribution that can be iden- 
tified as written by John Lyon 
Gardiner, and it may be as- 
sumed that only his failing 
health prevented compliance 
with what he had considered 
his duty as an honorary mem- 
ber. For, in spite of his earlier 
protestation to Mr. Ely that 
he lacked ability “‘to convey 
anything worth reading,” 
Gardiner did occasionally write 
on agricultural matters for 
publication. 

There are among his papers 
of this period two manuscripts, 
one definitely intended for the 
Suffolk County Gazette. It is 


Ruins of Fort Tyler on Gardiner’s Island 


seeds, and adds that the wheat 
Mr. Ely had seen growing on 
his earlier visit to Gardiner’s 
Island was winter wheat. “I 
never sowed any summer 
wheat except once and that 
proved even inferior to the 
winter wheat you saw in my 
Warehouse.” 

He reiterates his invitation 
to members of the Society to 
visit him. “On such a farm as 
this more can be known by the 
view of it for some days than 
in any other manner, and a 
line from you or Mr. Sullivan 
(the recording secretary) will 
entitle them to all the civility 
Mrs. G and myself can pay 
them.” 


an excellent example of the 
way in which the trial and er- 
ror experience of early agri- 
culturalists was shared, and 
also typifies the eager desire 
of Gardiner to promote inter- 
est in improved or new prac- 
tices: “As very little attention 
is paid in maay parts of this 
County (Suffolk) to cultivat- 
ing fruits from orchards of 
apple, peach, cherry, pear or 
quinces — which is probably 
owing to the erroneous opinion 
that trees will not grow well 
en the Atlantic shores—I have 
thought proper to communi- 
cate to you for publication if 
you think best in the Suffolk 
County Gazette my observa- 


185 
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tions derived from practice on 
the same. The frequent moist 
and foggy atmosphere of the 
sea shore, particularly in the 
spring of the year, accelerates 
the growth of fruit trees from 
their imbibing from the air by 
their leaves and fresh shoots 
considerable quantities of 
moisture which with a due pro- 
portion of heat is necessary 
for the production of trees and 
vegetables of every kind. The 
same moisture and heat which 
produces such large and thrif- 
ty fruit trees of all kinds in 
the seaboard would also pro- 
duce fruit in the same pro- 
portion if it were not for the 
circumstance of the moisture 
and heat also producing on the 
same trees great quantities of 
moss and insects in the same 
which are very injurious to 
fruit trees and which for inat- 
tention is suffered to remain 
and do much injury to the 
trees. These do not injure the 
growth of the trees which any- 
one may know that views the 
size of our fruit trees, so much 
as it prevents the trees from 
bearing plenty of good fruit. 
The idea which most people 
entertain, that a fruit tree af- 
ter set out (and that from 
want of practice is very fre- 
quently badly performed) re- 
quires very little attention is 
extremely injurious, when in 
fact they should be carefully 
set in the ground and kept 
clean of moss by scraping 
pring and fall, scrubbing with 
a woolen cloth, to which a little 
soap may be added, and keep 
the ground loose about the 
trees, cattle kept out, and man- 
ure with woodpile fine chips, 
and dirt or good loam.” 

The second manuscript, a 
fragment, contains a hint of 
Mr. Gardiner’s conviction that 
the welfare of men is depend- 
ent upon the labors of those 
who improve. agriculture, 
rather than the words and 
promises of politicians. “It is 
in vain also that we look to 
the intriguing Politician for 
improvments of this kind as he 
is too much overwhelmed in 
the Mazes of Politix and Party 
to pay that eternal attention 
to Rural affairs that is neces- 
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sary to earry it to Perfection. 
He imagines the Political 
world to depend on his exer- 
tions when, alas, vain man, you 
will hardly be remembered be- 
yond the Day that shall put a 
period to your political breath. 
So true is the observation of 
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Swift, ‘that whomsoever could 
make two ears of corn or two 
blades of grass to grow upon 
a spot of ground where only 
one grew before, would de- 


Continued on page 193 
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“Gale of an Island Orphan 


HIS is the story of a living 
Long Islander, a native 
of Setauket, who, orphaned as 
a youth and bound out on a 
Southold farm, won eminent 
success in several fields of en- 
deavor. It is a sketch of the 
career of Dr. Clarence Ashton 
Wood, now in retirement a 
contributing editor of the 
Long Island Forum. Known 
only as such to Forum readers 
generally, and for his many 
enlightening contributions on 
island history, he has_re- 
frained from telling his own 
story which in the opinion of 
this writer, is equal in interest 
to many about other Long 
Islanders that have come from 
his pen. 

Briefly, Dr. Wood is des- 
cended from William Chase, 
brother of Aquila Chase, the 
forebear of the eminent jurist 
Salmon P. Chase. An ances- 
tor, Jonas Wood, was among 
those who settled the town of 
Huntington. He is the great- 
great-grandson of Edward 
Cartwright, Revolutionary 
soldier, and a great-grandson 
of Frederick Chase, one time 
supervisor of Shelter Is'and 
ard long time keeper of the 
Little Gull Island Lighthouse. 
A drawine of the lighthouse, 
done by Keeper Chase more 
than a century ago, was re- 
cently presented by Dr. Wood 
to the Ovsterponds Historical 
Society at Orient. He has a'so 
arranged to bequeath his larve 
collection of Lone Is'and books 
to the Amityville Public Li- 
brary in memory of Jonas 
Wood, his early Huntington 
ancestor. 

The story of Dr. Wood goes 
back to the tiny museum now 
nestling beside the village 
library at Quogue. This mu- 
seum, erected as a school in 
1822, was in 1890 located at 
the edge of the woods on De- 
pot lane, a third of a mile from 
the main street. A wood-stove 
stood in the middle of its single 
room, flanked by wooden ben- 


H. P. Horton 


ches and against either side 
wall was a row of double seats 
with desks attached. The 
teacher’s desk occupied a plat- 
form at one end. 

In 1890 one Captain Hiram 
Stephens was Quogue’s sole 
school trustee and among his 
several duties as such was the 
hiring of a teacher who at that 
time happened to be a Miss 
Phillips. Captain “Hite” as he 
was called, however, decided 
that what the little school 


needed was a male instructor, 
and he began to look around 
for one who had the physical 


Quogue Schoolhouse, Built in 1822 


as well as the vocational re- 
quirements to fill the job. 

Quogue was not much of a 
community sixty-odd years 
ago. Once the second over- 
night resting place for weary 
stagecoach horses and passen- 
gers enroute from Fulton Fer- 
ry to Sag Harbor, it had since 
become a_ small “watering 
place” for city vacationers 
during two months of the year. 
For the other ten months it 
was a quiet little hamlet in- 
deed when the several sum- 
mer boarding houses were 
closed. 

Burton & Hallock conducted 
the village store, the former, 
Henry D. by name, also serv- 
ing as postmaster and propri- 


etor of adairy. Erastus Foster 


Post, later to become a mem- 
ber of the State Assembly, 
raised asparagus for market. 


Harmon “Harm” Payne, a 
relative of John Howard Payne 
whose mother was born at 
nearby East Hampton, man- 
aged the Ocean House. Rev. 
Egbert C. Lawrence, pastor of 
the West Hampton Presbyter- 
ian Church, conducted a week- 
ly evening service in Quogue’s 
still standing chapel. Among 
several distinguished residents 
were Robert Colgate, the soap 
manufacturer, and the well 
known authors, E. P. Roe and 
wife. School Trustee Hiram 
Stephens’ brother, Forrest 
Stephens, was captain of the 
Quogue Life Saving Station. 
Hiram, who had _ himself 
taught school for some years, 
ran the bath-houses at the 
beach and lived with his 
mother on West Main street in 
a house, still standing, built in 
1827. 

Southold, across the island 
where Clarence Ashton Wood 
was working as choreboy on 
the farm of “Uncle” Eli W. 
Howell, lay a long distance 
from Quogue in 1890. Yet 
both, as in fact all of eastern 
Suffolk County, were within 
the jurisdiction of School 
Commissioner Charles Ham- 
ilton Howell of Riverhead. And 
the Commissioner, who had 
been owner and principal of 
the Franklinville (Laurel) 
Academy and principal of 
Riverhead’s public school, was 
in dire need of more and more 
teachers for his district. 

Southold’s own school prin- 
cipal at this time was a tall, 
bewhiskered, sandy - haired 
New Englander named Edgar 
E. Hulse. One Friday after- 
noon in late February of 1890 
Principal Hulse accompanied 
young Wood on his way from 
school to “Uncle” Eli’s farm. 
Before parting near the Civil 
War monument in the heart of 
the village, the Principal sud- 
denly suggested that the 
choreboy take up school teach- 
ing himself. Next morning at 


Continued on Page 193 
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Letters Grom Our Readers 


Continued From Page 182 


Cornwell, Cornell, Ete. 


I was born October 14, 1877 at 
Little Neck, L.1. in the old Cornell 
homestead in which my father Ben 
jamin L. and his father John Hen- 
ry Cornell were born. 

In the latest 
family that I 
stated that 


Genealogy of the 
read in 1910, it was 
the changing of the 


j 
rt) 


wT, 


tically every respectable American 
family on Long Island who can 
trace its ancestry back to the 17th 
century, can find a Cornell in the 
line.” (See Long Island Forum, 
\ugust 1946.) 

eu Y 


Forum Writers Cited 
The July 1951 Quarterly of the 


Cornell Burying Ground at Far Rockaway 


name from Cornwell to Cornel! 
took place in 1632 upon the settle- 
ment of the family on the north 
here of Long Island. 

Could reader 
ther information 
family? I might 
mother was Selina Wright whose 
relatives were the Remsens, Kis- 
sams and Higbies from the south 
shore of the island. 
Arthur 
Home, 


some give me tut 
ooncerning the 


add that my 


B. Cornell, 
Hudson, N. Y. 

The Cornwells, Co-nwalls, Corn- 
ells settled on Lony Island afte: 
1650. Thomas and William Corn- 
well came to America in 1635. The 
former’s :on Richard was a large 
landowner at Flushing in 1665 
when he served as delegate to the 
Hempstead Assembly. In 1687 he 
purchased much of the Rockaway 
peninsula and in 1690 built the first 
dwelling established at Far Rocka- 
way, dying there three years later. 
His farmhouse stood until 1833 
when the Marine Pavillion 
built on the site. He left five 
and three daughters. 

Wrote the late William S. Pettit, 
one time president of the Nassau 
County Historical Society: “Pra 


Firemen’s 


was 


sons 


New York State Historical Associ- 
ation cites seven L. I. Forum ar- 
ticles among those selected by its 
Librarian, James Taylor Dunn, as 
of outstanding historical interest. 
They are: Did Louis XVII Preach 
Here? and Raynham Hall in Oyster 
Bay, both by H. P. Horton; Uriah 
Rogers, Southampton Merchant, by 
N. R. Howell; Hero Welcome of 
1851, by Kate Wheeler Strong; 
Snowbound Trains of Yore, by John 
Tooker; John Hulbert of Long 
Island Fame, and Payne Never 
Lived in East Hampton, both by Dr. 
Clarence Ashton Wood. These se- 
lections were confined to the April, 
May and June numbers of the 
Long Island Forum. 


Sea-Horses and Starfish 


A Study in Sea-Horses by Julian 
Dentcn Smith (September Forum) 
was ably done. Now why not an 
article on that less popular urchin 
of the deep—the oyster-slaying 
starfish? 

(Mrs.) Cora V. Hammond, 
Floral Park. 


Continued on page 190 
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“Wading River's Old ‘Post Office 


FEW years ago someone 
writing of a trip around 
Long Island made the state- 
ment that there was nothing 
of historical interest between 
Miller Place and Mattituck. 
This writer had evidently 
missed entirely the winding 
Lower Road which passes 
among many other points of 
interest the Wading River 
Congregational Church on the 
right and the two Miller 
houses on the left. It was in 
the second of these Miller 
houses, built prior to 1800, 
that the first post office was 
located. 

This post office was opened 
February 26, 1825 with Zopher 
M. Miller as postmaster. Here 
he also ran a general store. At 
the beginning, letters were so 
few they were simply kept on 
the corner of the mantel. I sup- 
pose people had been in the 


habit of sending their letters 
in charge 01 some boat captain 
as I know my great-grand- 
father did in the early days. 


However, the post office 
soon became more popular and 
a desk was built to receive the 
mail. Mrs. Bruen, great-grand- 
daughter of Postmaster Miller, 
showed me this desk and also 
kindiy loaned me an account 
book from which I gleaned 
some interesting items. The 
desk is triangular in shape and 
stood in the corner betwee. 
the chimney and the parlor 
door. It is about a foot deep 
and has a square lid. 

In those days the Lower 
Road ran close to the house 
and horsemen could ride up to 
the door and rap with a whip 
for their mail. Much later the 
post office was located in the 
other side of the house and 
had individual mail boxes. 
Zopher Miller served as post- 
master until 1844 when he was 
succeeded by his son Sylvester. 
He in turn was succeeded by 
his son Elihu in 1869. 

This Elihu Miller was also 
a noted botanist and made an 


Kate Wheeler Strong 


exhaustive study of the 
island’s flora with photo- 
graphs and descriptions. His 
findings were later used in a 
noteworthy work on U. S. 
Flora published by Britten & 
Brown. Still later when Dr. 
Hugo Gluck was sent to this 
country by the University of 
Heidelburg to collect flora 
specimens, having heard of 
Miller’s research in that field, 


the New York Sun. The New 
York Tribune was mentioned 
only once, in 1849 (the year of 
the Gold Rush). The same 
year the Rev. William Hedges 
took the Gospel Witness. The 
Rev. C. Youngs, however, pre- 
ierred the Temperance Re- 
corder and also the Missionary 
Herald. The New ‘York Ob- 
server, a religious paper, was 
a great favorite. The Long 
Island Star came regularly as 
also did a number of farm, 


Zopher Miller Home and Post Office 


he came to him for assistance. 
It was Elihu Miller who gave 
the ‘Town of Brookhaven the 
land on which to relocate the 
Lower Road further from his 
house, thus giving him a more 
spacious front yard. 

To return to the post office, 
although postage had to be 
prepaid by the sender, the 
amount was. often charged 
a'onz with the groceries pur- 
chased from the postmaster. 
I found it interesting to read 
from these old accounts what 
publications came to local resi- 
dents in those days. As penny 
postage had to be charged on 
each such item, various publi- 
cations were named in the ac- 
count book. 

From 1841 on, I find that a 
good many local people took 


temperance, school and engin- 
eering publications. | do not 
know what the C. F. Magazine 
was, but it had many readers 
here. Some, subscribers paid 
in cash and some in kind. Eggs 
at a penny a piece did not buy 
much literature. 

Certain items in Mr. Miller’s 
account book other than post- 
age aroused my interest. In 
1830 Uremia Woodhull, Ann 
Tuthill, Sophia Woodhull and 
Maria Miller ran up rather 
large accounts for “sundries”. 
They were all paid in full very 
shortly, however, by what was 
entered as “an alteration of 
will.” 

In 1839 the Congregational 
Church paid Mary Mills the 
sum of $3 for oil used in light- 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 


Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance, 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. Tel. Sayville 19 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 

Munsey Park : 
See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
3393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 


Mineola 
J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 


148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 


Hicksville : 

SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Ine. 
Real Estate - 
90 Broadway 


Insurance 
Tel. Hicksville 600 


Farmingdale 
Factory Sites, Buildings 
See Grey Sosa, 291 Conklin St., 
Farmingdale. Real Estate Broker. 
Tel. Farmingdale 321. 


Riverhead 
DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 


Port Washington 


Howard C. 
Real Estate and Insurance 

176 Main Street 
el. POrt Washington 7-3124 


Hegeman Agency, Inc. 


Freeport 
JOHN J. RANDALL 
Freeport Real Estate 
Management Appraisals 
200 W. Sunrise Hy. Freeport 525 








Custom Builders 
Billson Housing Corp 


900 Merrick Road 
Nassau Shores, L. I., N 


Wm. F. Treatwein 
Sayville 2425-w MAssapequa 6-2920 














Cash and Carry 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
Phone Amityville 1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 
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Letters From Our Readers 
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ey) a Domestic Carving 

In the § September 1950 issue of 
the Forum is a story by Dr. Clar 
ence A. Wood about Hercules, the 
figurehead of the old Ohio, from 
which I quote: “In its day, the fig 
urehead was considered a fine piece 
of workmanship which, indeed, it 
was. Produced by Dodge and 
Sharpe, well known wood varvers 
of New York, its original cost was 
$15,000.” 

Recently I have been re-reading 
William Oliver Stevens’ “Discover- 
ing Long Island” and on page 192 
is this paragraph: “This is Her- 
cules. He is a long way from home, 
for he was carved in Athens, doubt- 
less by some descendant of Phidias, 
and presented to the U. S. by the 
Greek government on the occasion 
of the visit of an American squad- 
ron. It was accepted ... and affixed 
to the bow of the ship of the line, 
the Ohio.” 

Can you straighten out these con- 
flicting statements for me? A week 
or so ago, in driving through Hamp- 
ton Bays, we missed seeing Her- 
cules, which had come to be rather 
a landmark near the Shinnecock 
Canal. He looks quite strange in 
his new coat of white paint over in 
Stony Brook. Why Stony Brook? 

(Mrs.) Evelyn G. Holschuh, 
Coram. 

Although Dr. Stevens’ “Discover 
ing Long Island”, published in 1938, 
is a most interesting book, it is not 
highly rated in historical value. Dr. 
Wood’s statement in reference to 
the origin of the figurehead, 
founded on painstaking research, is 
undoubtedly correct. 

As for the figurehead being re 
moved to Stony Brook after 
journ of some 67 years at Canoe 
Place, it is possible that its future 
preservation will be more ade- 
quately insured in that historically- 
minded community as already at- 
tested by the repainting of its long 
weathered wood. Furthermore, it 
would seem that the north side of 
the island has a somewhat better 
claim to the figurehead than the 
south side. It was on the north 
shore that the battleship Ohio, 
built, at the Brooklyn Navy Yard 
in 1820, was cremated at Conklin’s 
Point, near Greenport, sixty-four 
years later. 

Built by America’s leading archi- 
tect of his day, Henry Eckford, 
whose grave is in St. George's 
Churchyard at Hempstead, the Ohio 
was condemned in 1883 and ac- 
quired by a syndicate of Green- 
port and Riverhead men. Towed 
from Boston the vessel was placed 
on exhibition at Greenport. Later 


a so- 


Continued on next page 


Nassau Shores, Massapequa 


GILMAN J. COLLAMORE 
Licensed Realtor 
Merrick and Unqua Roads 
Massapequa 2297 and 940 





Commack 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Established 1925 
Country Homes - Farms - Acreage 
Jericho Tpk. Tel. Commack 2268 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 








Wyandanch 
HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 





Mastic 


BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
Realtor - Insuror - Appraisor 
Montauk Highway 
Phone Center Moriches 86 

Glen Head” 
~M. 0. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 GLEN COVE ROAD 
Fe magnons GLen Cove 4-0491 





Ww esthampton Beach 


EDWARD H. ROGERS, Realtor 
Ocean, Bay and Sound Frontage, 
Acreage, Summer Residences for 
sale and rent. 

Phone West Hampton 1827 





Central Islip 





ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 


‘{ Blue Point 
E. H. NOBLE 
Real Es‘ate - 


Blue Point Ave., opp. Brick Church 
Tel. Blue Point 901 & 1543-J 


Insurance 





Northport 
FDWARD BIALLA 
Edwin N. Rowley Inc. 
Reul Estate - Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street Northport 108 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





U niondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2- renal 


Patchogue . 


Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. Patchogue 2300 


Glen ‘Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W. Glen Street bikanssapens 4-1500 


Ww estbury 


HAMILTON R. ‘ILI . 
Insurance - Real Estate 
WEstbury 7-0108 249 Post Ave. 
For Westbury and Vicinity 


Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. Floral Park 333 


Lake Rouhesteens 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, 


Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 


* BENT. WEST 


Real Estate -Insurance 
East /JETAUKET i 
a 


a tong ton Sotauket 














Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mer. 
199-A Broadway, Amityville Tel. 376 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 


Insurance — Real Estate 
George S. Colyer, Secy. 
roadway and Park Ave. 
Tel. Amityville 19% 
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dismantled and the figurehead re- 
moved, she was towed to Conklin’s 
Point where on July 26, 1884 her 
remains were burned before a large 
crowd of onlookers. On this occa- 
sion one Robert N. Corey, after 
lighting a fuse attached to a charge 
of dynamite, used in the process, 
was struck on the head by a 
flying bolt and died a few hours 
later. 

Meanwhile the figurehead had 
been sold for $10 to one Aldrich of 
Aquebogue who in turn sold it for 
$15 to Miles Carpenter, then pro- 
prieter of the Canoe Place Inn who 
located it opposite the Inn, across 
the island from the Ohio’s last rest- 
ing place and far beyond the sound 
of the Greenport Methodist Church 
bell which was cast from metal sal- 
vaged from the Ohio. 


Woodbury School Still Stands 


Noticing an inquiry in the Sep- 
tember Forum about the old Wood- 
bury schoolhouse. I am writing to 
tell you what little I know about it. 

In the Gay Nineties while it 
still stood at the old site, it was 
used as a lodge-room by the local 
I. O. G. T. of which I was a mem- 
ber for two or three years. After it 
was moved I was told it was to be 
kept as a museum. 

It now stands close to the road 
on the north side of the old Jericho 
Turnpike, within about a_half- 
mile of its original location. 

Mrs. C. S. Van Brunt 
East Norwich, L. I. 

It has been stated that this 
schoolhouse was among the several 
in this part of Long Island in which 
Walt Whitman once taught. Editor. 

* Oe ¥ 
The Rev. Robert Fordham 


The Rev. Robert Fordham who 
came to Southampton from Hemp- 
stead in 1647 should be counted 
amcng the island’s distinguished 
preachers of the 17th century. A 
graduate of Cambridge and Oxford 
in England, he was a ;:uide, a judge 
and the friend of whités and Indians 
alike curing’ his pastorate at South- 
ampton from 1647 until 1674, the 
year of his death. 

My children are descended in 
straight line from Mr. Fordham 
who was interred as were all his 
family in the town’s oldest bury- 
ing ground. Considering his long 
and notewcrthy services as a min- 
ister, I wonder why there is no sign 
or other token to his memory in 
Southampton. 

Mrs. Walter Watkins, 
East Quogue. 
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721 Franklin Ave. 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Montauk Highway 
Telephone East Quogue 960 


Wantagh 


W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 


Babylon _ 


CHARLES F. PFEIFLE | 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
’. Main St., nr. Lake Babylon 644 


Center Moriches 


AUGUST STOUT, JR. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Main Street Center Moriches 400 
Great ‘Neck % 


hd A LONG ISLAND 


REAL ESTATE 

City Line to Montauk Point 

Listings of real estate wanted 
all over Long Island. 

Sales offices 310 North Blvd. 

Lake Success, Great Neck 
Tel. Great Neck 5614 
Mattituck 8434 


~ Garden City 


BULKLEY & [[ORTON (0. 


7 OFrricEsS 


‘Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization”’ 
Tel. Garden City 7-5400 











Joseph Annino 
Real Estate - Insurance 
201 Higbie Lane - West Islip 


Phones— Bus: Babylon 1960 
Res: Babylon 1668 
West Islip’s First Established Ins Agency 

















==] 4 Oi 
wavsau MUTOA 


le 
MEMPSIEAD NEW FOES 


ANTHRACITE 
Bituminous Coal 


Esso Fuel Oil 
Phone HEmpstead 2-2510 
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Hampton Bays 
JOHN H. SUTTER 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
1 East Main Street 
Telephone 420 


Merrick 


TOM ABBOTT 
Realtor - Insurance 
99 West Sunrise Highway 


Pel. FReeport 8-0899 


West Hempstead 


CHARLES H. LANGDON 
Realtor and Insurance 
224 Hempstead Turnpike 
Telephone Hempstead 3361-2-3 








Headquarters 


FOR 
Home Owners 
LUMBER 


HARDWARE 
TOOLS 














| Home Appliances 


Wall Paper Paint 


Nassau Suffolk 


LUMBER A SUPPLY 


Eight Convenient Locations 
on Long Island 








Long Island Forum Index 


Index of Long Island Forum, years 


1938-47 inclusive. About 40 pages 


compiled by Miss Marguerite V. 


Doggett, Librarian L. I. Collection, 


Queens Borough Public Library, 


Jamaica 2, N. Y. Done by photo 


offset process. $1 postpaid. Order 


from Miss Doggett. 
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Huntington Declaration of 1774 
Harriet G. Valentine 


On June 21, 1774, the Huntington 
Town Meeting adopted the follow- 
ing declaration of rights for citi- 
zens to sign, showing that the year 
before the Revolution broke forth 
near Boston, Long Islanders were 
openly supporting the American 
cause: 

We call upon everyman, 

Who values himself as a Freeman. 

What would he do and what would 
he say, 

In case of these appressive acts? 

We call upon everyman, 

Who values the inheritance of a 
Englishman; 

Would he suffer himself to be 
disarmed; 

Would he confess himself an abject 
slave? 

We call upon everyman, 

Who values ties of religion, honor 

And love of our country, 

Who greatly desires felicity with 
Great Briton. 

We call upon everyman, 

Who believes that our brethren in 
Boston, 

Are suffering in common cause of 
British America, 

Who under the color of law are 
unjustly taxed! 


Most Prolific Writer 
It seems to me, and to 
readers with whom I have 
that your most prolific writer of 
historical essays is Kate 
Wheeler Strong. I have a complete 
file of the Forum and I find that 
she began her monthly tales in your 
delightful publication back in 
November 1939, which time 
she has seldom missed an issue. 
That means about 150 separate 
stories, each a gem in itself. We 
readers owe a debt of gratitude to 
her and to the Forum. 
Mrs. R. P. Scotsdale, 
Long Island City 


other 
talked, 


Miss 


Since 
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Wines & Liquors 
IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 
Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 


201 Broadway, Amityville Tel. 33 
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TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
Summer, Fall aod Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits. 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 


INTERIOR DECORATION & DISPLAY 


Courses prepare students for the fascinating 
fields of decoration and display in minimum 
time, day or evening ree Placement 
Bureau. Send for Circ. ¢ Phone CO. 5-2077. 
REGISTER NOW! Our Gradvotes in Demand! 
TRAPHAGEN, 1680 Broadway (S2nd St.) New York 19 


Massapequa 
MARJORIE R. POST 
Charles E. Krohn Agency 


Insurance - Real Estate 





Tel. Massapequa 6-0925 and 6-0717 


_ Stony Brook vee 


L. C. CLARKE COMPANY 
SERVICE - COURTESY 
EFFICIENCY 
Tel. Stony Brook 37 


Bay Shore 





Auto and Other Insurance 
Real Estate Appraisals 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 
84 E. Main St. Bay Shore 1442 
East Norwich 
Richard Downing & Sons 
GENERAL INSURANCE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Tel. Oyster Bay 592 
North Hempstead Turnpike 








eS SCHWARZ 
FLORIST 


FArmingdale 2-0816 


D F 
*Tearvot™ 














Suffolk Typewriter 
Repair Co. 
ROYAL Sales, Service, Rentals 
All Makes Sold, Repaired, Rented 
Adding Machines 

199 W. Main St 


Othce Equipment 


Bay Shore Tel. 986 














Mortgage Money 


Available 
NO APPRAISAL FEES 
The Union Savings Bank 
of Patchogue, N. Y. 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 














AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 


For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick and County Line Roads 
Tel. Amityville 909-910 
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Farming on Gardiner’s 


Continued from page 186 


serve better of mankind and 
do more essential service to 
his Country than the whole 
race of Politicians put togeth- 
oe ” 

It was their faith in agri- 
culture, and their relentiess 
search for ways to advance it 
that characterized these men 
ot a century and a haif ago. 
“t am told the sweet potatoes 
are cultivated by many people 
at Groton near New London. 
I wish you to raise those also, 
thereby you may benefit your- 
self and be the means of ex- 
tending the culture of them 
to others,” Ely wrote to Gar- 
diner. And again, “Since I 
saw you I find there is here a 
kind of Indian corn procured 
from Vermont which is three 
or four weeks earlier than any 
other corn so that it will an- 
swer to make Suckatash (as 
the Indians call it) with the 
earliest beans we can raise. 
1 intend to get it and send to 
you.”’ The letters contain ref- 
erences tonew types of churns, 
to the growing of yams, and 
to books and periodicals de- 
voted to agriculture. “I pre- 
sume you have in your Li- 
brary,”’ wrote Ely, ‘‘Willich’s 
Domestic Encyclopedia, Amer- 
ican Edition, in five volumes. 
It abounds in useful knowl- 
edge. The price in New York 
used to be from $10 to $i5 
for the set. If you do not own 
them | think you will (should) 
get them and you will find 
much useful information in 
them.”’ 


Knowing that his friend 
Gardiner produced and _ sold 
butter, Ely calls special atten- 
tion to a formula for salting 
butter published in the Repos- 
itory and Journal: “When thus 
put up it (butter) has been 
transported to the East Indies 
and returned and found gocd 
when two or three years old. 
I informed the largest Farmer 
in this part of the country 
some years ago in this matter. 
He has informed me his but- 
ter salted as above would al- 
ways bring a higher price than 


when salted in the usual way.”’ 

the 1ormuia, as lound on 
page 55 ot Volume I! (1815) ot 
the Massachusetts Agricul- 
tural Kepository and Journal, 
is as toilows: “take Sugar, 
one part, Nitre one part, and 
clean strong Salt two parts, 
Leat them weil together and 
put by the preparation for use; 
Oi Wunich take one ounce tor 
every sixteen ounces or butter, 
and mix it thorougnly with the 
butter as soon as it is treed 
from the butter milk. Butter 
salted in this manner and put 
down in close tubs, with a little 
meited butter poured over the 
suriace, to iil! up every litte 
vacuity, will keep good for 
many years. Butter prepared 
as avove is not fit to be used till 
after it has stood at least a 
1ortaight, but may then be 
kept periectiy sound for many 
years.” 

There was profit, too, for the 
successful farm operator. in 
acknowledging a tetter from 
Gardiner, Eiy wrote on August 
31, 1816—the last known let- 
ter from him to his friend— 
“ti congratulate you on your 
excellent crop of wheat this 
year. It will probably bring 
you about $3000.” 

In the same letter he re- 
grets the news of Gardiner’s 
continuing ill health. In Nov- 
ember, 1816, John Lyon Gardi- 
ner died, aged 46. His short 
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but full life must be regarded 
as the documents now so clear- 
ly reveal, as a constructive and 
significant influence in laying 
the foundations upon which 
present-day scientific agricul- 
ture has been built. 
Tale of an Island Orphan 
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school the youth, not yet 17, 
perused a notice announcing 
an examination for would-be 
teachers, to be held at River- 
head early in March. 

The evening before the ex- 
amination young Wood, in 
order to make the early train 
for Riverhead, resorted to 
daylight saving. By turning 
the kitchen clock ahead one 
hour he was enabled next 
morning to complete his chores 
an hour early. Then having 
finished breakfast, he patient- 
ly listened to his unsuspecting 
employer lead in prayer and 
read aloud from the Bible, as 
he did each morning before 
using the same leather-bound 
volume on which to strop his 
razor. 

Dr. Wood now recalls that 
that morning the snow lay 
deep over the countryside so, 
pulling on a pair of boots, he 
went crosslots to the station 
to save time, vaulting one rail 
fence after another as he 
made his way. That he wore 








INSURED 
PROTECTION 
FOR YOUR 
SAVINGS 


WE INVITE 


Bay Shore Federal Savings and Loan Association 
DIVIDEND 23% Per Annum 


YOU 


..to open an 
account today.. 
large or small, 

and let it 
earn youa 
fair return 














Broadway and Avon Place 








Auto Radiators Repaired, Recored and Boiled Out 
Electric Motors—Rewinding and Rebuilding 


AMITYVILLE BATTERY & IGNITION SERVICE, Inc. 
Phones 1174 - 2095 


Amityville 

















LONG ISLAND FORUM 


the boots during the examina- 
tion, he believes, favorably im- 
pressed the Commissioner who 
knew from experience the of- 
ten strenuous demands of rur- 
al school teaching in those 
days. Furthermore, the 
booted youth was the last one 
to complete the examination 
which stressed the three R’s, 
physiology, drawing and other 
elementary subjects. Thus he 
and the Commissioner left the 
building together, he with the 
latter’s assurance that he had 
passed and was eligible to 
teach on a short term, tenta- 
tive license should he find a 
job. 

Later Commissioner Howell 
recommended the Southold 
iarm lad to Trustee Hiram 
Stephens of Quogue and eariy 
in September young Wood ar- 
rived at Captain “Hite’s’”” home 
after a tedious journey by way 
of the old ‘Cape Horn” shuttle 
train which ran_ between 
Greenport and Sag Harbor. 
Following a supper of wild 
ducks at the Stephens table, 
the trustee inquired: “How 
much did I say I would pay?” 
Reminded that the figure 
agreed upon was $45 a month, 
Captain “Hite” said, ‘Well, 
we'll make it fifty to start’— 
the highest rate then paid in 
the county for a third grade 
teacher. 

Dr. Wood recalls that he 
must have made good as before 
the year was out, having ob- 
tained a long term license, he 
was offered a $25 a month in- 
crease by Trustee Stephens. 
But although he enjoyed his 
job and also his living accom- 
modations with the Payne 
family at the Ocean House, he 
decided to move on and, if pos- 
sible, up. He therefore sought 
admission to the State’s one 
normal college at Albany 
whose president, Dr. William 
J. Milne, advised him that he 
was not qualified for such a 
step and should seek entrance 
into one of the State’s ten nor- 
mal schools. He chose One- 
onta and in three years com- 
pleted the four year classical 
course, graduating in 1895. 

Meanwhile he had _ taken 


Continued on page 195 
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time out to raise needed funds 
by working on a share basis 
at the same Southold farm 
where he had served as chore 
boy. On the side he was also 
studying law and in 1901 at 
Syracuse he was admitted to 
the Bar to practise in the State 
courts and the United States 
Circuit Court. Subsequently 
he joined the legal staff of the 
State Court of Appeals and 
there served for more than 40 
years until his retirement. 
While thus engaged he 
studied at the Albany Normal 
College whose president had 
once turned him down as un- 
qualified, graduating in three 
separate fields from this in- 
stitution as well as, later, from 
six universities with advanced 
degrees of pedagogy, theology. 
law, philosophy and _ history. 
It is in the latter field that he 
is now chieily engaged as an 
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avocation. In this field he has 


relentlessly sought the truth 
in regards to the history of his 
native island, proving to the 
satisfaction of most students, 
for instance, that John How- 
ard Payne was not born at 
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East Hampton, that the so- 
called John Hulbert Flag was 
not the country’s first Stars 
and Stripes, and that the his- 
tory of the island is so rich in 
interesting materail that the 
Continued on page 197 





“WESTERNS” FOR RANCH HOUSES 


W. R. Leigh painting 
entitled “Old-time 


NTERIOR decorators all seem 

agreed that no ranch house is 
complete today without a Western 
painting in fact, a “Western” 
gives the up-to-date Americana 
“new look,” the desired touch when 
modernizing any home. 

Remington, Russell and Leigh 
are the outstanding masters in this 
field of painting. Of the work of 
these three men Leigh’s paintings 
are the only ones available today. 
His pictures vary greatly in size 
and price, beginning with color re- 
productions, etchings, water colors 
and oils of diverse dimensions. 
Those shown recently by the Mil- 
waukee Museum — “Food and 
Robes for Winter” and “Leader’s 
Downfall” among his largest, 
6% x 10% feet, and tagged $15,000 
each, were prenounced by a promi- 
ment Milwaukee, Wisconsin, news- 
paper as worth every penny of 
the price. 

But not a single Hopalong Cas- 
sidy or Calamity Jane need be 
without an example of this great 
painter’s work. The most recent of 
W. R. Leigh’s “Westerns” is the 
picture shown on the easel in the 
illustration above. It has been pur- 
chased by one of the large oil com- 
panies of the Eastern Seaboard, 
and the tour-guide service is dis- 
tributing free, in states east of the 


his latest “Western,” 
Longhorn Roundup.” 


Mississippi and southwest includ- 
ing Texas, a full-color 11 x 14 inch 
reproduction. Motorists who secure 
a Gulf Tourgide Bureau request 
card from one of their stations 
should mail it and ask for “Round- 
up” instead of the usual informa- 
tion maps. 

Mr. Leigh, called “Sagebrush 
Rembrandt” in the November 11th 
issue of Collier’s, has recently been 
cited for distinguished service in 
the field of art by Kappa Pi, an 
American national honorary art 
fraternity, and on May 4th the 
New York City Federation of 
Women’s Clubs awarded him a 
scroll as “the outstanding Ameri- 
can painter who has contributed 
most to art in 1950-51.” 

Leigh was born on a ‘plantation 
in Virginia and is a descendant of 
Pocahontas. West Virginia also 
claims him as a native son, for 
Falling Waters, near Martinsburg, 
the township of his birth, has since 
become a part of this state. Now, 
he lives in a New York City apart- 
ment—“a cliff dwelling” he calls it 

with his wife, Ethel Traphagen, 
founder of the famous Traphagen 
School of Fashion. 

An exhibition of Leigh’s recent 
work is now on view at the Grand 
Central Art Galleries in the Grand 
Central Terminal, New York. 
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BOOKS 


These items for Long Island stu- 
dents, libraries and collectors are 
now available. For particulars ad- 
dress the Long Island Forum. 
Bailey’s Long Island History in 

two large volumes. 1000 pages. 

43 chapters. 200 illustrations. 13 

separate town histories. L. 

Indians, Aviation, Agriculture, 

Whaling, Industries, Medicine, 

Banking, Churches, Geology, Ar- 

chaeology and other subjects. 

Brookhaven Town Records 1798 to 
1856 (printed 1888). 

Historic Huntington 1653 to 
100 pages of photos and text 
published in connection with 
town’s 250 anniversary, July 4, 
1903. Heavy paper cover. 

Long Island Today, Frederick 
Ruther. 610 illustrations. Pub- 
lished 1909. 271 pages. Hand- 
somely bound. 

Bi-Centennial History of Suffolk 
County. Printed in connection 
with the 200th anniversary of the 
county, held November 15, 1883. 

Early Long Island Wills of Suffolk 
County, 1691-1703, with genealo- 
logical and historical notes by 
Wm. S. Pelletreau. Printed 1897. 
301 pages. Large, well preserved 
book. 

Personal Reminiscences of Men and 
Things on Long Island. Daniel 
M. Tredwell. Two volumes. Pub- 
lished 1912 and 1917. 

Manor Houses and Historic Homes 
of Long Island and Staten Island. 
Harold D. Eberlein. Also in- 
cludes those of Staten Island. 318 
pages, many illustrations. Hand- 
somely bound. Limited edition. 
192%. 


1903, 


Rufus 
1902. 364 


Historic Long Island. 
Rockwell Wilson. 
pages. 

Prime’s History of Long Island, 
1845. Needs rebinding. 

Men of Our Times, by 
Beecher Stowe, author 
Tom’s Cabin, and whose father, 
Rev. Lyman Be echer, was 
preacher at East Hampton. Pub- 
lished 1868. 575 pages, 18 steel 
engravings and many other illus- 
trations. 


Harriet 
of Uncle 


Journal of the Life and Religious 
Labors of Elias Hicks of Jericho, 
L. I. 1822. 451 pages. This native 
son of Nassau County became one 
of America’s leading Quaker 
preachers. 

Adventures For God. A History of 
St. George’s Episcopal Church, 
Hempstead. By Dr. John Syl- 
vanus Haight. 1932. 278 pages. 
Illustrated. 

Adeline, The Victim of Seduction, 
in 3 acts. John Howard Payne. 
Also Wives as They Were, 5-act 
comedy. By Mrs. Inchbald. Also 
The Woodman’s Hut, in 3 acts. 
Original edition. 1825. 
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Antiquities of Long Island, to which 
is added a bibliography by Henry 
Onderdonk, Jr. Edited by Frank 
Moore. Gabriel! Furman. 1875. 
478p. 


Stony Brook Secrets. 
Lapham. 1942. 146p. 
Old Southold Town's Tercentenary. 


Ann Hallock Currie-Bell. 1940. 
161p. 


Edward A. 


Nassau County, 
the New 
Hodges. 
binding. 


The Netherland of 
World. Arthur L. 
1940. 82 pages. Cloth 
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Long Island 
Ruther. 610 
271p. 


The Social History of Flatbush, and 
Manners and Customs of the 
Dutch Settlers in Kings County. 
Gertrude Lefferts Vanderbilt. 
1899-1882. 351p. 

Joha Eliot’s First Indian Teacher 
and Interpreter, Cockenoe-De- 
Long Island, and the stcry of his 
career from the earliest records. 
Wm. Wallace Tooker. 1896. 60p. 

The Eastern District of Brooklyn. 
Eugene L. Armbruster. 1912 205p. 


To-Day. Frederick 
illustrations. 1909 








Pamphlets by the Forum 


Long Island, Cradle of Aviation, 
by Preston R. Bassett, president 
Nassau County Historical Soc nat 
The island’s part in world ae 
nautics, republished from Bailey's 
Long Island History. 

First Train to Greenport, 1844, 
by Dr. Clarence A. Wood, for 
more than 40 years research attor- 
ney for the Court of Appeals, at 
Albany. 


History of the Storms and Gales 
on Long Island, by Osborn Shaw, 
Official Historian, Town of Brook- 
haven; The Hurricane of 1988, by 
lorothy Quick, Poetess and } Novel- 
ist. Limited, numbered edition. 
Out of print. 

History of Setauket Presbyterian 
Church, by Kate W. Sirong, with 
introduction by the Rev. Frank M. 
Kerr, Hempstead. Limited number 
edition of 200. 

The Tulented Mount 
by Jacqueline Overton, 
“Long Island’s Story” and Libra- 
rian of the Children’s Library, 
Westbury, with introduction by 
Harry Peters, art collector, critic, 
author and lecturer. Limited num- 
bered edition of 

David Frothingham, 
Fditcr, by Nancy Boyd 
Official Historian, Village 
Harbor. 

Long Island’s First Italian, 1689, 
by Berne A. Pyrke, former New 
York State Commissioner of Agri- 
culture and Markets. 

Streamlining a County Welfare 
Service, by Edwin W. Wallace, 
Commissioner Public Welfare, 
Wassau County. 

To Florida and Back from Long 
Island (in 29-Foot Fishing Skiff), 
bv Captain Charles Suydam, Jr., 
off-shore fisherman extraordinary. 

Ezra L’Hommedieu, Jsland 
Statesman, by Dr. Clarence 
Ashton Wood. A __ biographical 
sketch of Southold Town’s famous 
native son, “Father of the Board of 
tegents”’. 


Brothers, 
autho: of 


Pioneer 
Willey, 


of Sag 


History of Patchogue Congrega- 
tional Church, by Frank Overton, 
M.D. 


"Le ng Island by 


History of the Long Island State 
Parks, by Chester R. Blakelock, 
Executive Secretary, Long Island 
State Park Commission. Repub- 
lished from Bailey’s Long. Island 
History. For particulars address 
authcr, Babylon, N. Y. 


Joh n Howa rd 

Clarence Ashton 
Wood, Contributing Editor Long 
Island Forum. A comprehensive 
piesentation of conclusive proof 
that the author of “Home, Sweet 
Home” was torn in New York City. 
Limited edition. 


Birthplace of 
Payne, by Dr. 


A Small Beat Trip to Florida 
(Winter of 1947-48), by Captain 
Charles Suydam, Jr. 


True Tcles from the early. days 
of Long Islend, as told by Kate W. 
Strong. based on eats W documents 
and other data in her private col- 
lection 12 Pamphlets, each one 
containing a number of Miss 
Strong’s original stories, reprinted 
from the Long Island Forum. For 
particulers address Miss Kate W. 
Strong, The Cedars, Setauket, L. I. 


Long Island Whaling, by Na- 
thaniel R. Howell. 


Earliest English Schocls on Long 
Island, by Nathaniel R. Howell. 


The Pottery at Huntington, by 
tomanah Sammis, Official His- 
torian, Town of Huntington. For 
sale by Huntington Historical So- 
ciety. 

Distribution cof Wild Orchids on 
toy Lathan, well 


Limited, num- 
Sold by author, 


known authority. 
bered edition. 
Orient, L. I. 


Five Thousand Years of Relief, 
by Edwin W. Wallace, Commis- 
sioner Public Welfare, Nassau 
County; President, New York As- 
sociation of Public Welfare Of- 
ficials. 

Tales of An Island and Its Peo- 
ple, by Dr. Clarence A. Wood. A 
group of seven sketches on Long 
Island’s famous horses and horse- 
men of yesteryear, and other his- 
torical subjects. 
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actual facts, correctly related, 
need no embellishment. 

In 1938 Dr. Wood first re- 
visited the little schoolhouse 
at Quogue that in 1890 had 
served so well as a spring- 
board to higher levels. On this 
occasion he was accompanied 
by the late Mrs. Edith Derby 
Robinson, Quogue village clerk 
and also a contributor to the 
Long Island Forum. The little 
oblong structure, still intact, 
was then serving as a wagon- 
house on the estate of the late 
Abram S. Post. Together, Mrs. 
Robinson and Dr. Wood re- 
vealed the building’s back- 
ground. As a result, George 
F. Post presented it to the 
village and had it moved to 
the library grounds. Now as 
the Quogue Historical Build- 
ing, within its ancient walls 
dating back to 1822 are pre- 
served various antiques, in- 
cluding the teacher’s desk once 
used by Dr. Wood. 


Wading River’s Post Office 


Continued from page 189 


ing the building. The next oil 
was purchased from New York 
at a cost of $6.79 for five gal- 
lons, the amount being raised 
by special collections. 

And so I close the great pig- 
skin ledger and our look into 
the past is over for this time. 
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Long Island 200 Years Ago 
Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood 

Long Island, as Judge William 
Smith knew it two centuries ago, 
is described in his History of New 
York from its discovery to 1732. 

The Island, called by the Indians 
Matowacs and iamed Nassau dur- 
ing the reign of King William, he 
computed to be 120 miles long, with 
a mean breadth of twelve miles. 

The soil on the north and on the 
south he considered “good”, but in 
the middle, sandy and barren. 

The Indians who were formerly 
numerous, had become very incon- 
siderable. Those that remained 
generally bound themselves as ser- 
vants to the English. 

The southern shore of the Island 
was fortified against any invasion 
from the sea by a beach inaccessible 
to ships. It was rarely to be ap- 


proached, even by the smallest long 
boats. This because of the surge, 
which broke upon it with great 
fury, even when the winds were 
light. The coast, east and west, 
admitted of regular soundings. 

The Island was divided into three 
counties, Kings, Queens and Suf- 
folk. 

Kings County lay oppostie New 
York, on the south side of the 
Island. It was settled in every part 
and its inhabitants were all Dutch. 
Enjoying a good soil near the New 
York markets, they were generally 
in easy circumstances. It contained 
several “pleasant villages”— Bush- 
wick, Brooklyn, Bedford, Flatbush, 
Flatlands, New Eutrecht and 
Gravesend. 

Queens County, more extensive 
than Kings, was equally well set- 
tled. Its principal towns were 
Jamaica, Hempstead, Flushing, 
Newtown and Oysterbay. The in- 
habitants were divided into Dutch 
and English Presbyterians, Episco- 
palians and Quakers. The Episco- 
palians were in the proportion of 
one to fifteen Presbyterians. There 
were but two Episcopal mission- 
aries in Queens, one settled at Ja- 
maica and the other at Hempstead. 
Each of them received sixty pounds 
annually, levied upon all the in- 
habitants. 

Hempstead Plains, a large, dry, 
flat open heath, was about sixteen 
miles, long and six or seven miles 
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wide, — a common land belonging 
to the towns of Oysterbay and 
Hempstead. 

Suffolk County included all the 
eastern part of the island, also 
Shelter Island, Fisher’s Island, 
Plumb Island and the Isle of White 
(Gardiner’s Island). 

This large county had long been 
settled and, except for one small 
Episcopal congregation at Setauket, 
consisted entirely of English Pres- 
byterians. 

The farmers of the county were 
for the most part graziers. Living 
very remote from New York, a 
great part of their produce was 
carried to markets in Boston and 
Rhode Island. 

Its principal towns were Hunt- 
ington, Smithtown, Brookhaven, 
Southampton, Southold and East 
Hampton. 

The wealth of New York was at 
this period stated to be 3,332 pounds 
and that of Albany, 1060, while 
that of Queens was 1,000, Suffolk 
860 and Kings 484. 

In Suffolk and Queens the first 
settlers were either natives of 
England or the immediate descend- 
ants of such as began the planta- 
tions in the eastern counties. Their 
customs were similar to those pre- 
vailing in the English counties 
from whence they originally 
sprang. 

The offshore whale fishery on the 
seuth side of the Island had de- 
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clined of late years through the 
scarcity of whales and was almost 
entirely neglected. 

Long Island had six representa- 
tives in the general assembly which 
consisted of a total of twenty-seven. 
From Kings County they were Jo- 
hannes Lott and Dominicus Vander- 
veer; from Queens, David Jones and 
Thomas Cornel, and from Suffolk, 
Eleazer Miller and William Nicoll. 
Those from Suffolk received as 
“wages 9 shillings per diem; those 
from Kings and Queens, 6 shill- 
ings. 


, , 


The Symmes Lineage 
Upton Downs 


That the lineage of Anna Symmes 
Harrison, wife of President Wil- 
liam Henry Harrison, was indeed 
rooted in the North Fork of Long 
Island, as stated by Dr. Clarence 
Ashton Wood in “Riverhead Boasts 
First Lady Too,” is evident from 
the fact that her mother was a 
Tuthill of both Horton and Terry 
extraction, and also that her aunt 
married a Terry. 

More than that, Rev. Timothy 
Symmes, father of Judge, John 
Cleves Symmes (Mrs. Harrison’s 
father) after the death of her 
grandmother Mary Cleves Symmes, 
daughter of Capt. John Cleves, also 
married as his second wife a Tut- 
hill. She was Abigail Tuthill. They 
were married Nov. 28, 1765 by Rev. 
John Storrs, pastor of The Old 
First Church at Southold. 

As is well known, the Hortons, 
Tuthills and Terrys were, as men- 
tioned by Dr. Epher Whitaker, 
among Southold’s first settlers. 

Rev. John Storrs was the same 
ereat-grandfather of Dr. Richard 
Salter Storrs, formerly of Brook- 
lyn, mentioned by Dr. Wood as hav- 
ing performed the ceremony when 
Rev. John Davenport, the young 
Mattituck clergyman, married the 
widow, twenty or more years his 
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senior, of his 
Southold pulpit. 
To round out the picture, it may 
also be stated that the Father of 
Rev. Timothy Symmes was another 
Timothy of that family name, whose 
wife was Elizabeth Colamore Ross 


predecessor in the 


Ironware Collections 


Mrs. Nancy Boyd Willey’s story 
about Sag Harbor’s master crafts- 
man in harpoons, eel-spears, clam- 
rakes, etc., prompts me to suggest 
that some institution on the island 
should make a serious attempt to 
collect the ironware produced by 
lecal blaéksmiths of the past. May- 
be this is being done, but I haven’t 
heard of it. Such a collection, if 
possible, should identify the maker 
of each article displayed. I recall 
one blacksmith at Seaford who 
made fine eel-spears and clamrakes 
by splitting rasps into 
which were then shaped. 


sections 


OCTOBER 1951 

Maybe some of your readers 

would tell us what they know abput 

such things and the men who mbkde 
them. 

S. F. Wooding, Levittown 

* * X 
Sterling and Whitman 


Dr. Huden did a nice piece of 
appraising in his article Two Poets 
of Paumanok, in the September 
Forum. I am glad he did not try 
to depict either of these very world- 
ly natives of Long Island as saints. 

F. P. Harold, 
Mount Vernon 
“ mk a 


We Welcome Letters 


Mrs. F. Stanley Parson of New 
York who has sometimes written us 
about the Greenport she knew as 
a schoolgirl, sends a clipping from 
Colliers referring to a poll held in 
Omaha to find out why people write 


Continued on back cover 
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Producers 
of 
Quality Oysters 





THE FAMOUS 
SEALSHIPT BRAND 


Bluepoints Company, Inc. 
WEST SAYVILLE, L. L. 








Village House 


Oysterponds Historical Society, Inc. 
Village Lane, Orient 
Open Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 
and Sunday, 2 to 5 
July Ist to Octcber 31st 
Admission Free 
The Society would appreciate 
gifts cr leans of old photographs, 
decuments, letters and other arti- 
cles cf historical interest pertain- 
ing to the east end of Long Island. 
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‘The 275th Anniversary Book- 
let of the Old First Presby- 
terian Church. 

Old Father Goose 
Verses by the Wayside 
All three for $7 
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sure a pleasant surprise 


Chances are that clean, dependable and 
completely carefree gas heating costs lots 
less than you think, too. 


Whether your home is old or new, there’s 
a type and size of gas equipment that’s 
best for your purpose... and easy on your 
pocketbook, as well. 


But don’t rely on guesswork. Without 
obligation, a Long Island Lighting Com- 
pany heating engineer will make a survey 
of your home and give you an accurate 
estimate of both installation and fuel costs. 


“our GAS HEATING ESTIMATE wos| 


pu 
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Once you've joined our thousands of 
progressive gas-heating customers you'll 
agree there’s no heat like gas heat for 
convenience, cleanliness and low main- 
tenance cost. 


Moreover, under our Budget Plan, you 
can arrange to have your gas billed in ten 
equal monthly installments to “spread” 
the cost of winter heating evenly. 


Use the coupon below to get full facts on 
GAS HEAT. There is no obligation. 


LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COMPANY 
MINEOLA, N. Y. (Mdse. Dept.) 


Without cost or obligation, please give me full 
facts about GAS HEAT for my home. 


Hatarally W cas DOrS IT BEST! 
LONG ISLAND 
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Letters From Our Readers 
Continued From Page 198 
letters to the papers. According 
to the poll, psychiatrists submit 
that it is due to “guilty conscience, 
fear, frustration, and, as one of the 
more practical put it, a desire to 
tell the editor that he’s the guy 
who is responsible for whatever 
happens to be wrong at the mo- 

ment.” 

Be that as it may, Colliers ex- 
pressed itself as welcoming letters 
from its readers on interesting sub- 
jects, and so does the Forum. The 
more, the merrier. 














For Luncheons and Dinners 


The Patchogue Hotel 


Centrally located on the 
South Shore for Banquets 
and other tunctions 
Modern Rooms and Suites 
Montauk Highway 


Phones Patchogue 1234 and 800 


‘Willie and Herman's” 


La Grange 


Montauk Highway East of Babylon 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Large New Banquet Hall 


Tel. Babylon 480 











DANCING 
FRANK FRIEDE’S 
Riverside Inn 


Table d’ Hote and a la Carte 


On Jericho Turnpike 
Route 25 


SMITHTOWN, L. L, N. Y. 














Cooper’s Hotel, Inc. 


Sam Ransom, Proprietor 


Luncheons’ Dinners 


Cocktails 
At the Foot of Clinton Ave. 
Bay Shore 


Phones Bay Shore 4860 and 188 




















HUNT'S 


at FARMINDALE on 
Babylon-Hempstead Turnpike 
Luncheons Dinners 
Cocktails 
High Quality Cuisine 
ws 4p.m. Sundays 1 p.m 
Closed Mondays 
F Armingdale 2-1842 


Hotel Amityville 


Delicious Food by Herman 
Our Swiss Chef 


George Hirsch atthe Hammond 
Organ nightly except Monday 


“The Melodaires”’ for your 
Dancing Pleasure 


Mickey Hayden at the Piano 
singing vour favorites 
Tel, 107 


Broadway Amityville 











Excellent Cuisine 


Breakfast- Luncheon - Dinner 


HOTEL PATIO 


Westhampton Beach 
Telephone Westhampton 1300 
Modern Hotel Service 
Cocktail Lounges 


Private Dining Rooms 


OPEN ALL YEAR 

















STERN’S 
Pickle Products 


Farmingdale, N. Y. 
Tels. 248; Night 491 


Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 180 
Factory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 


Enroute to the Hamptons 


on Montauk Highway 


visit CASA BASSO 224 


Enjoy the Best 


Westhampton 1841 








BEAU SEJOUR 


All dishes prepared 


to order 


PHONE HICKSVILLE 91 


BETHPAGE, L. I. 





























Where You Meet Your 
Friends 
Jimmy and Johnny’s 
Bay Restaurant 

Luncheons 


Dinners 


Foot of Maple Avenue 
Phone 479 Bay Shore 


CLOSED TUESDAYS 








The 
Massapequa 
——= Inn == 


Cozy Bar and Dining Room 
Rooms Davy or Season 


West of Amityville Where 
Sunrise Highway Forks 


MASSAPEQUA 631 























Strohm’s 


1 Mile East of Babylon 
on the Merrick Road 


Specializing in Home Cooking 
LUNCHEONS DINNERS 
COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
Phone Babylon 663 


Mrs. Ferd Strohm Closed Mondays 




















